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Ildaho Invasive Species Council seeks public comment
on draft Aquatic Nuisance Species Plan

Boise — 06/27/07 The Governor’s Idaho Invasive Species Council released for
public comment today a draft Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) plan for Idaho.
The plan is designed to bring attention to the seriousness of the problems
associated with non-native aquatic species in ldaho.

The ANS plan will help provide direction and coordination for state and
federal agencies and other interested groups in the prevention, eradication or
management of ANS in Idaho. The plan outlines the need for public education
and development of effective legal authorities to manage ANS in Idaho.

The draft ANS plan reflects the coordinated efforts of the Idaho Invasive
Species Council to protect Idaho’s residents and aquatic resources from losses
associated with invasive species. The council is a joint effort between local,
tribal, state, and federal governments, as well as the profit and not-for-profit
private sectors. The council’s purpose is to support local initiatives for the
prevention and control of invasive species throughout the state.

The state plan will be submitted to the National Aquatic Nuisance Species
Task Force for approval following public comments and review by the council
and governor. States with nationally approved plans are eligible for federal
funding for aquatic nuisance species-related programs.

Agriculture Director Celia Gould, who chairs the council, said that “This
draft plan builds on Idaho’s Action Plan for Invasive Species, and the council
will work to coordinate these efforts statewide. The elements included in this
draft plan take a multi-pronged approach to minimizing the harmful ecological,
economic and social impacts of aquatic nuisance species in the state.”



A copy of the draft plan can be found at:
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/public/

The 30-day public comment period on this Plan will end on July 27, 2007.
Comments may be addressed in writing to: Amy Ferriter, Idaho Invasive
Species Coordinator, P.O. Box 790, Boise ID 83701, or email addressed to:
aferriter@idaho.agri.gov. The deadline for comments is July 27", 2007.
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