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Idaho Receives Bean Seed Marketing Grant

Studies to continue in Mexico

August 10, 2007 — Boise - The Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA), in
cooperation with the Idaho Bean Commission (IBC), was awarded a $54,500 Federal State
Market Improvement Program grant from the USDA Agriculture Marketing Service. “With
these funds we hope to continue expanding our marketing efforts and further strengthen the
relationship between Mexico and Idaho,” said Diana Caldwell, Administrator of IBC. This
grant will assist in further testing Idaho bean seed in field conditions in multiple bean
production areas, as well as in developing the Mexico market for Idaho Certified Bean Seed.

Mexico bean producers have been searching for new varieties to improve yields for
commercial markets. The first Idaho Certified Bean Seed trials took place in the central
Mexico state of Sinaloa during the 2004-2005 growing season. Sixteen bean seed varieties
were tested in fields outside of Culiacan, Sinaloa. Many of the ldaho test bean varieties
produced substantially higher yields than the Mexican control varieties and the response
from the Mexican producers was encouraging. IBC conducted a second round of testing in
the northern states of Chihuahua and Zacatecas. As a result, over $1.4 million worth of bean
seed was sold to Mexico in 2006. This is an increase of 125 percent over 2005. With further
tests and educational seminars, sales should continue to increase. “The Commission’s

progress toward expanding exports to Mexico is exciting—and beginning to show results. We



expect to see annual sales of certified bean seed to Mexico continue to increase in the

coming years,” commented Jerry Ward, Trade Specialist, ISDA.

For further information contact:
Jerry Ward, Trade Specialist
208-332-8537
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