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OTTER PRESIDES OVER $425 MILLION WHEAT DEAL 
WITH TAIWAN 

  
(BOISE) Governor Otter will preside as Taiwan Flour Mills Association representatives and 

Idaho wheat industry officials sign an agreement that could boost wheat exports from the United States 
over the next two years – a deal worth $425 million. 

 
Taiwan Flour Mills Association Supervisor Yin-chin Yang, Director General Robert Chen of 

the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Seattle, and Idaho Wheat Commission Chairman Hans 
Hayden will join Governor C.L. “Butch” Otter for Monday’s ceremony. 
 

“International markets are very important for Idaho’s wheat growers,” Governor Otter said. 
“To ensure market growth and profitability for our agricultural producers, we must work to maintain 
relationships like the one we have the Taiwan Flour Mills Association.” 
 

“It is my great honor to lead the wheat subgroup of Taiwan Agricultural Trade Goodwill 
Mission to visit your great State of Idaho,” Mr. Yang commented. “I am confident that this mission 
will greatly enhance the mutually beneficial agricultural trade relations between our two sides.”  
 

The agreement is particularly important to Idaho, which exports over 50 percent of its wheat. 
Wheat is one of Idaho’s top commodities. Grown on more than 1.25 million acres in 2006, Idaho's 
wheat crops were worth more that $365 million, second only to potatoes in cash crop receipts. 

 
 “The Idaho Wheat Commission is very happy to host the Taiwan Wheat Delegation,” said 
Hans Hayden, chairman of the Idaho Wheat Commission.  “Taiwan buys 92 percent of U.S. wheat and 
is the Pacific Northwest’s 4th-largest customer.  Idaho wheat growers have enjoyed a relationship with 
flour millers in Taiwan since the 1950s, and we continue to appreciate the wonderful business 
relationship we share with Taiwan.” 
 

Today, the United States is one of Taiwan’s largest suppliers of agricultural products, 
providing the island nation with one-third of its food import needs. 
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