
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
PRODUCE INDUSTRY AUDIT PROGRAM WORKS TO PROTECT 

CONSUMERS 
AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT CALLS ATTENTION TO GAP, GHP EFFORTS 

 
BOISE – For consumers concerned about recent reports of 

food-borne bacteria and other problems with fresh produce 

across the country, the Idaho State Department of Agriculture 

(ISDA) has an answer: GAP and GHP.  

They’re not some new preservatives or treatment. They 

are U.S. Department of Agriculture-approved programs, 

administered by the ISDA, which many wholesale produce 

companies ask their suppliers to follow. 

GAP stands for Good Agricultural Practices and GHP 

stands for Good Handling Practices. They were first 

implemented in January 2002, but their importance is 

becoming more apparent in light of recent news reports about 

food safety. 

ISDA’s Division of Agricultural Inspections conducts 

audits for Idaho growers at least once a year. Licensed fresh 



fruit and vegetable inspectors trained in auditing and program 

specifications complete onsite visits where a series of 

questions are answered to determine if a participant is 

adhering to generally accepted practices.  Audit questions 

relate to personnel hygiene, field harvesting activities, packing 

house facility, storage and transportation, trace-back and food 

security.   

During the onsite inspection, participants demonstrate 

control in their operations relating to microbial hazards 

including water, manure and municipal bio-solids, worker 

health and hygiene and field and facility sanitation.  Audit 

questions are scored and any result of 80% or above is 

considered passing; the results are valid for one year.  With the 

permission of the participant, passing audit results are posted 

on USDA’s Website at www.usda.gov. 

For futher information contact: 
Pamm Juker, Communications Director 
ISDA 208-332-8671 
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