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Idaho State Department of Agriculture Employee  

Receives National Award 
BOISE - Celia Gould, director of the Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA), is pleased 

to join with the National Plant Board and USDA in recognizing the accomplishments of 

Michael Cooper, deputy administrator of the Plant Industries Division of the department.  Mr. 

Cooper recently received the USDA APHIS Administrators Award from the National Plant 

Board at its annual meeting.  The award is given to Plant Board members "to recognize 

significant contributions in the plant health arena by plant board members or their 

representatives in dealing with a current plant health issue or issues." 

“This award acknowledges what we at ISDA know, that Michael Cooper is an essential 

asset to the agricultural community both within ISDA as well as outside ISDA,” Director Gould 

said. “Individuals who know Michael recognize that he can be depended upon to do all that is 

required to make sure the job gets done in a timely and efficient manner.” 

Mr. Cooper’s diverse abilities have been called on in a variety of ways during his years 

of public service.  One of the most recent examples was his 2006 response to discovery of 

the potato cyst nematode (PCN), Globodera pallida in Idaho potatoes.  Michael worked with 



the USDA to organize and initiate an extensive soil sampling/testing regimen and establish a 

regulatory mechanism for Idaho fields to prevent the spread of PCN, contain and eliminate 

the infestation, restore lost foreign markets and preserve current markets.  In addition, he 

currently is responsible for more than ten statewide programs. 

He also has served agriculture outside of his responsibilities at ISDA. His roles have 

included president of the Western Plant Board, National Plant Board member, chairman of 

the National Grasshopper Management Board, Apiary Inspectors of America Board Member, 

participant in the Western States and Canada Regulatory Conference and member of several 

national organizations including the Entomological Society of American and associations of 

American Feed Control and Plant Food Control Officials.  

“Michael Cooper is clearly an asset to the state of Idaho and the nation and is worthy 

of this special recognition by the National Plant Board for his outstanding work,” Director 

Gould said.   
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