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Idaho Agriculture Exports Up 15 Percent

Boise, ID --- Export data recently released shows that Idaho food and agriculture exports for the first
six months of the year are up 15 percent. The result is especially significant since 2011 was a record-
setting year.

“Agriculture and agriculture exports continue to play a critical role in Idaho’s economy,” said Celia
Gould, director, Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA). “Idaho’s hard-working farmers,
ranchers and food processors dedicate their lives to producing some of the finest products to meet
the needs of a global marketplace.”

Idaho is a state of great agricultural abundance and diversity. Since Idaho’s 1.5 million people cannot
consume the bountiful production, it’s estimated that over 25 percent of Idaho’s agriculture products
are exported to foreign markets.

Idaho’s top agricultural export sector is dairy, which is up 10 percent over the first six months of
2011. Dairy product exports include dry whey, whey proteins, dry milk products, cheese, lactose,
butter and dairy ingredients such as ice cream mixes and cheese powders. Dairy accounts for over
35 percent of Idaho’s total agriculture exports.

Top export markets for Idaho food and agriculture are Canada (up 14 percent), Mexico (up 32
percent), China (up 73 percent), Japan (down 12 percent) and South Korea (up 98 percent).

Several factors have contributed to growth in these key markets, including a favorable exchange rate,
trade agreements that reduce tariffs and export barriers, growing consumer demand and strong
commodity prices. In addition, the ISDA has had a comprehensive market development effort to

assist agribusinesses with expanding international sales.

Total exports from Idaho through June reached $2.7 billion.
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